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This Guide is the daily general operating requirements of the Abbotsford Community Garden Society.
These rules are administered by the Board of Directors and may be revised as appropriate by a majority
vote of the Board and consistent with the Society’s Constitution and Bylaws.

Definitions

Member: Is a gardener in good standing who has been deemed to be eligible to rent a plot at the
Abbotsford Community Garden. This is based on criteria set out by the Board of Directors or by the
Abbotsford Community Garden Society Constitution and Bylaws. A member is entitled to one vote,
regardless of the number of plots registered to that plot holder (maximum 2). Members vote on all
matters brought to the community that require a quorum majority to make decisions that affect the
community.

Board: A volunteer position within the Abbotsford Community Garden Society to provide administration
and resolution to community issues. Liaise with City of Abbotsford Officials and ensure adherence to the
Supplemental Guide and Bylaws.

Guide: Refers to the Garden Agreement Supplemental Guide that contains rules and other important
information regarding the running of the Abbotsford Community Garden Society. The guide may be
changed from time to time.

Bylaws: Set by the BC Societies Act. May be updated from time to time.

ACG: Refers to the Abbotsford Community Garden Society.

Contact Information

Location 1786 Angus Campbell Road

Email administrator@abbotsfordcommunitygarden.com

Website http://abbotsfordcommunitygarden.com

Facebook www.facebook.com/Abbotsford-Community-Garden-573622176012398/

Our garden is located at 1786 Angus Campbell Rd (south-east corner of Angus Campbell and Delair
Roads) and administered by the City of Abbotsford (City) Parks, Recreation and Culture. We are
governed by the Rules and Bylaws of the City of Abbotsford® (Parks and Recreation Department) as well
as our agreement with them. In addition, we are governed by the rules set out by the ACG Board of
Directors.

L All relevant links to the City of Abbotsford bylaws are provided at the end of this document.
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Welcome to the Abbotsford Community Garden Society

We are a community of gardeners who take pride in what
we do and work to create a place for those who love to
garden. Collectively, we take care of the land. We
maintain the fertility of the soil and a balanced diversity
of living organisms to ensure that the garden is available
for future gardeners. We also work to build a good
relationship with not only our membership but the City of
Abbotsford as well. We can only exist in this space due to
our relationship with the city and the surrounding
community.

Purpose of the Abbotsford Community Garden Society
The purpose of the Abbotsford Community Garden Society (ACG) is to:

a) To foster the principles behind community growth and development by offering an outdoor
space for individuals and groups to develop and nurture their passions for gardening.

b) To engage and educate members of the community on nutrition, environmental stewardship,
agriculture, and recreation through seminars, reading materials and other resources.

c) To provide a positive and complementary environment where agriculture, wildlife, and
recreation are brought together.

d) To create a growing space for community interaction across all ages, cultures, and incomes.

e) To provide members with an opportunity to participate in the natural process of growing food,
thereby improving the local food supply.

Community Garden Agreement

Gardeners can officially garden at Abbotsford Community Garden after reading and signing this Garden
Agreement Supplemental Guide and paying the annual fees. This agreement is an additional document
detailing the rules, guidelines, and all other information for which all gardeners will be held accountable.
It is important to fully read and understand this guide to help maintain our community-focused society
and alleviate unnecessary issues. The guide may be updated from time to time.
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Membership and Plot Rental
Membership

Garden members elect a Board of Directors annually to provide administration and organize work in the
gardens. The Annual General Meeting is held each year between February and April.

In addition to looking after individual garden plots, each member is responsible for helping to maintain
the common areas. This is usually organized as a team approach. A list of available teams will be
provided on registration day, allowing gardeners to choose a team. Certain teams are limited to a
specific number of volunteers. Gardeners may need to consider more than one option prior to
registration, as their desired team may not be available.

Tending the common areas of the Community Garden is done entirely by volunteers, which includes the
day-to-day work as well as long-term planning and development of the gardens. Central to the idea of a
community garden is low fees made possible through member participation.

When you become a member, you have both the opportunity and the obligation to be involved in
garden activities. Participation is a requirement of all gardeners and is built into the annual plot and
membership fees.

Member Responsibilities

1. Pay all required fees and membership dues and work all volunteer hours as required by the size
of your plot.

2. Inform ACG Administration of any changes to your contact information so the records are up to
date. This includes phone number, email address, and additional family members.

3. Beginning in the spring, all registered plots must be maintained following all guidance laid out in
the Supplemental Guide, including fence maintenance, whether it was built by the current
member or inherited upon new registration; it is your responsibility to maintain it.

4. Weeds are to be cut at the soil level, buried or pulled. The latest work that can start on your plot
is May 15 to ensure that weeds do not get out of control. Any plot containing weedy or
abandoned plants that cover 25% or more of the plot's ground surface area will be subject to a
warning from Plot Maintenance.

5. If a member is away for an extended period of time and requires someone else to tend their
plot, the administrator must be notified as to who will be caring for the plot in the member’s
absence. This is to alleviate suspicion of theft and for insurance purposes. Please email
administrator@abbotsfordcommunitygarden.com with their information.

6. As amember of the ACG, you may be asked to vote on any changes that affect a Bylaw or a
significant change to the supplemental guide, resulting in a new rule. Most often, these votes
will be held at the AGM in the spring; however, there may be times a special vote is called.

7. Create a community atmosphere. This is done by not using foul language, not engaging in any
hostile action or retaliation against another gardener or member of the public, not engaging in
theft, not using derogatory terms or phrases or slurs. Any member found to be taking partin
these activities could be subject to expulsion from the garden community.
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Fees, Deposits, and Volunteer Hours

Fees cover the operating expenses of the gardens. Annual membership fees are subject to change.

10’ x 20’ garden plot $20
10’ x 10’ garden plot $10
$10

Raised garden bed or box.
(not larger than 50ft2)

Key Deposit 520
(New Registration or for replacement key)
Clean-up Deposit (New Registration) $20

In addition to the plot rental fee, it is expected that each gardener will contribute to keeping the garden
maintained through In-kind hours. At the beginning of the gardening season, you will select a team from
those provided by the Board of Directors.

10’ x 20’ garden plot 6 hours of volunteer minimum

10’ x 10’ garden plot and/or raised garden bed/box | 3 hours of volunteer minimum

All volunteer In-kind hours must be completed each year between April 1*t and September 30" by the
plot holder to remain a member in good standing. You are not permitted to sublet your plot to an
unregistered person. Plots may be shared between members; however, this needs to be noted on
registration paperwork.

In-kind hours must be submitted to inkindhours@yahoo.com so they can be tracked. Each month, a list
will be posted in the garden indicating what volunteer hours are completed and reported as of the date
of the report.

First-time renters pay both a “Clean-up Deposit” of $20.00 for the plot and a “Key Deposit” of $20.00.
The clean-up deposit is forfeited for any garden plot that is not re-registered and not cleaned up by
September 30". The key deposit is forfeited if the key is not returned to the ACG registrars, if the
gardener is no longer a member.

What are the fees used for?

Any monies raised by the ACG are used for the following:
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e Operating costs (e.g., fuel, waste disposal, porta-potty, soil amendments).
e Replacement and repair of equipment (e.g., hand tools, mowers, weed-eaters, hoses).
e Community garden social events.

New Membership

For new members of the Abbotsford Community Garden, a registration date will be posted after the
conclusion of our Annual General Meeting, once it is determined how many plots are available to rent.
Any new member application will be done on a first-come, first-served basis on the date provided.

All documents must be signed by the applying member, including: a signed copy of the new member
application form, a signed copy of the ACG Supplemental Guide, and a signed copy of the Bylaws, to
ensure that all gardeners understand the rules by which we conduct our Society. Upon completion of
the above, you will be given a choice of remaining plots and pay all fees and dues before receiving keys
to the garden and a mandatory orientation.

Incomplete In-Kind Hours Worked

Gardeners who do not fulfill the volunteer In-kind hours by September 30" (described above in Fees,
Deposits and Volunteer Hours) will not be ‘in good standing’. A member can remain in a status of ‘not in

good standing’ for a total of 6 months before forfeiture of their plot by Board vote. It should be noted
that the spring registration is held after the 6-month period. If you do not complete In-Kind hours before
September 30th, you cannot re-register.

Unmaintained Plots

Gardeners who are non-compliant with plot maintenance warnings or notifications by September 30"
will be considered ‘not in good standing’. There may be some circumstances that cause this non-
compliance that are out of the control of the member at the time of Sept 30th. A pre-spring registration
check can be requested for any outstanding plot maintenance infractions up to 15 days prior to the
Annual General Meeting to resolve any issue by email to the garden admin email. If a request to the
Board is not made, then the member in question will remain ‘not in good standing’ and therefore
cannot re-register in the spring.

Gardeners who are non-compliant regarding plot maintenance and clean-up by September 30" will not
be considered to be in good standing for membership renewal and will not be permitted to renew their
plot. Non-compliant gardeners forfeit the right to rent a plot for 1 (one) full year.

Plot Renewal for Existing Members in Good Standing

Members have the option to renew their plots from year to year, provided the plots have been
maintained the previous season, the member is in good standing, and the plot registration is renewed
on the plot renewal date.

2026 Edition Version 1.1 May 7, 2026 Page7 of 19



The ACG offers at least one date for renewal after the September 30" clean-up deadline. The date,
which is publicized on the ACG website and Facebook pages, is the deadline for membership and plot
renewal with payment of fees. You may send a proxy with your payment and completed registration
form only if: You are a member in good standing, all required in-kind hours are accounted for before
Sept 30th, full payment amount is paid at the time of renewal, and a volunteer team choice has been
communicated to your proxy. Any refunds that may need to be issued for plots not being renewed will
be issued to the plot holder only.

Renting a Second Plot
GARDEN PLOTS ARE ASSIGNED AT THE SPRING REGISTRATION ON A FIRST-COME, FIRST-SERVED BASIS.

A member who is in good standing with no current notices or warnings and who has been a member for
at least one year is eligible to apply for a second plot, based on availability. A maximum of two plots can
be rented per household. For the terms of this Guide, a household is considered to be any member or
resident of a particular registered address within the membership.

For example, if C. Planter rents two plots as registered under the address 123 Main St., no other family
of C. Planter residing in that household will be able to rent another plot. That means that C. Planter’s
partner, spouse or children will not be allowed to rent an additional plot.

General Information
Garden Tools

Gardening tools and wheelbarrows are provided for members of the ACG so that you are not required
to bring your own from home. It is the duty and responsibility of all members to use these tools in a safe
manner, clean the tools after use, and use the ‘repair needed’ tags provided in the tool shed on the side
of the tool rack. Attach them to any tool needing repair so the repair team can attempt to fix the issue.
You may not take ACG garden tools home or leave them in your plots at the end of your garden visit.

The use of ACG power tools, such as lawnmowers and weed whackers, is to be done only by members of
the Lawns team. ACG assumes no liability for the misuse of any tool provided for use by its members. All
malfunctions need to be reported immediately to the team lead, and that equipment should be marked
for repair and not used until fixed. Any personal tools brought to the garden are the responsibility of the
gardener. If they are power tools, they must be used with the same respect and responsibility as power
tools provided by the Garden.

Parking and Garden Access

The garden gate is to be open between the hours of 7:30 am and 4:30 pm, Monday to Saturday, as per
the requirements of the City of Abbotsford for workers or emergency vehicles access. All other times,
gardeners are encouraged to keep the gate closed, particularly if gardening alone or later in the evening.
The garden should remain closed between the hours of 10 pm and 5 am, as this may cause alarm or
suspicion of theft.
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Parking is permitted only in the paved parking lot and the gravel parking lot. This is a requirement of the
City of Abbotsford to maintain a fire lane or access for emergency vehicles. This is also a shared parking
lot with both Agriculture in the Classroom and the city. If you are loading or unloading heavy or overly
large items, you are permitted to park for no more than 30 minutes on the grass beside the garden plots
and the gravel road, so long as you do not block the access road. Wheelbarrows are available to help
transport materials to and from your vehicle.

Water Access and Water Conservation

All plots have access to a hose stand. For 2026, the garden is divided into 4 sections, each with a colour-
coded stand that denotes which main line tap connects to the hose stand in your section. The main tap
is located near the front of the garden by the paved parking lot. If the handle is pointing upward, then
the water is OFF; if it is pointing to the right, then the water is ON. Please be sure to turn off all water at
the main tap if you are the last person to leave, even if it is the middle of the day.

Some hoses are provided, but bringing your own lightweight, expandable hose may be of benefit. You
are required to use a nozzle or watering wand. These are not provided, so please bring your own.
Gardeners must be diligent to shut off the water after use at the shared hose stand prior to
disconnecting. Treat the hoses provided with care, taking time to wind them to prevent kinks or
damage, and replacing them neatly on the hose stands. Flooding can occur due to the water not being
shut off or damage to hoses and hose connections.

Only handheld nozzles are permitted; any other type of sprinkler or soaker may not be used. Please do
not turn on the water in your garden and then leave.

Mulches help to conserve soil moisture, and we encourage their use. Acceptable mulch materials
include grass clippings, straw, leaves, peat moss, decomposed manure, bark, wood chips or sawdust.
Cardboard and newsprint are acceptable, provided they are covered. Limit the use of western red cedar
bark mulch and hay. Do not use gravel.

Plot Maintenance

This section contains all instances that would pertain to the maintenance of the overall garden within
ACG, as well as any information regarding rules or infractions that could cause a member to become
‘not in good standing’. It is broken up into sections for convenience. The Plot Maintenance Team is
responsible for identifying and requesting action to be taken to correct any issue that may go against
this Garden Agreement and these Guidelines. Any communication from the Team should be taken
seriously to maintain the community atmosphere. Please make sure that you respond to all Plot
Maintenance emails promptly.

Guideline Enforcement

Every effort will be made to help gardeners understand and follow the guidelines. If any questions arise,
please contact the Board of Directors so that we may make clear any issues. It is also up to each
member to make sure that their email and other contact info is correct so that any communication will
be seen. If the guidelines are not followed, your membership will be revoked, and you will lose your
plot(s).

2026 Edition Version 1.1 May 7, 2026 Page9 of 19



The disciplinary policy is as follows: You will receive one caution followed by one warning for issues
listed below. Two weeks will be given between the initial caution and warning. A further two weeks will
be given after your official warning. If no effort is made to correct the issue and no contact is had with
the Plot Maintenance team after a caution, or the warning, and adequate time to correct the issue has
passed, your garden membership may be terminated, and you will lose your plot(s).

Cautions, Warnings, and ultimately Termination can be administered for the following issues:

e Your plot appears to have no preparatory work started before May 15",

e Your plot is not cleared by September 30". (with the exception of winter crops, cover crops and
other perennials)

® Your plot is ‘neglected’. Neglected is defined as weeds covering more than 25% of the plot,
invasive plants, weeds or any cultivated plants going to seed and being allowed to spread to
surrounding plots, diseased plants, decaying fruit or vegetables.

e Garbage or other materials are left in your plot or the community area.

e Your fence or other structures do not meet the guidelines (e.g., height, state of repair, etc.) See
Plot Structure Guidelines.

e Plants or harvestable produce hang out of your plot boundary.

e Use of chemically treated lumber or other ineligible materials in the construction or repair of
fences or structures.

e Use of materials or structures that do not meet the guidelines. See Plot Structure Guidelines.

e Use of pesticides (herbicides, insecticides and fungicides) that are not approved for organic
gardening. See Pesticide and Fertilizer Usage.
e Parking inappropriately. See Parking.

Your plot may be terminated immediately under the following situations:

Subletting your plot to a non-registered person or garden member.
Conducting any illegal activity, such as dealing drugs, growing restricted plants, theft, vandalism,
etc.

e Bringing waste or by-products (other than those items identified as acceptable mulch materials)
into the garden for disposal or composting.

e Stealing from or damaging someone else’s plot.

e Use of racial slurs or other derogatory remarks towards others.

e Verbal, Physical, or Sexual abuse of any kind made toward members, city staff or members of
the public.

e Members will lose their plot without notice if they do not register for the upcoming year on time
or do not document their work in-kind hours.

Pesticide and Fertilizer Usage

We are an organic garden. Pesticides, including herbicides, insecticides, and fungicides, cannot be
applied anywhere unless they meet the Canadian Organic Standards®. Any pesticides used must also be

2 Canadian Organic Standards https://inspection.canada.ca/en/food-labels/organic-products/standards
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https://inspection.canada.ca/en/food-labels/organic-products/standards

a labelled product, meaning it must have a PCP Act? registration number issued by Health Canada, the
Canadian regulatory body for pesticides. A full version of the Organic Production Systems Permitted
Substances Lists can be found here®. (Pertinent pages 2 - 22). Any member found to have used a product
that is not listed in this document and not considered an organically acceptable pest control product will
be subject to expulsion from the ACG community. The burden of proof is on the members to show that
they have not violated this rule.

Look for products containing these symbols to determine if it is acceptable to use. Note that not all
organic certified products use these symbols.

C * Brg

- ¢

oy

o 2

5 )

4 S ORGANIC FEDERATION OF CANADA
ERETS FEDERATION BIOLOGIQUE DU CANADA

Emulsions, compost teas or similar products may not be used. They may cause harm to the soil or
discomfort to the adjacent plot holder due to odours or attraction of pests or non-beneficial insects.

Planting and Weeding

All plants must remain within the plot boundaries, including during harvest time. This is to allow the safe
passage of other gardeners and the Lawn Team through the pathways. Failure to control the plants
within your plot will result in a warning from Plot Maintenance. See Guideline Enforcement.

Please be respectful of others' gardens and try not to plant in such a way that significantly shades
another gardener's plot. Tall crops such as corn and sunflowers should be spaced out and/or planted
near the south side of your plot (Nearest to the Highway). Due to our location, there is more than
enough sun throughout the year; however, it is our responsibility to maintain a good community within
our garden.

Weeds and sod can be composted or buried on your plot. This will improve your soil fertility. If you are
unable to bury this material, it can be added to the community compost bunker. Plots must be gardened,
not left fallow. Any plot with ~25% of the ground space covered in weeds will be subject to a warning.

Mulches or cover crops may be used to control weeds in your garden during the growing season or over
the winter. Only use mulch materials that are identified in this guide as being acceptable and avoid the
use of cover crops that could become weedy or set seed.

Any planting in common areas must be approved by the Board of Directors. Trees are prohibited in
garden plots.

3 PCP Act — Pest Control Products Act https://www.canada.ca/en/ health-canada/services/about-pest-control-product-registrant-

inspections.html
4 Organic production systems: permitted substances lists. https://www.publications.gc.ca/site/eng/9.894398/publication.html
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A weed barrier border of no more than 4 inches can be present around your plot only if:

e |tis approved by request in writing or by email to the Board of Directors.

e The border does not raise or lower the ground level, causing unnecessary risk to oneself or
others.

e Does not contain any plants placed there by the member. (besides grass, which is the preferred
vegetation in alleys and around plots)

e Does not contain any gravel, wood chips, mulch, bricks, weed barrier cloth, or any other
material other than the existing garden soil.

e Ifitis created by mechanical means (such as shovel, hoe, scissors, clippers) and is not created by
the use of a soil sterilant such as salt and detergents or non-selective herbicides.

The Abbotsford Community Garden forbids the planting of invasive species and/or certain types of
plants. See the full list with photos at the end of this guide.

Neighbourhood pathways must be kept clear of rocks, wire, wood, garbage, tools or any other material.

Maintain your plot throughout the year. Harvest your produce as it ripens. If you are unable to use your
produce, please consider donating it to the food bank. Begin plot clean-up as you harvest and have your
plot clear of debris by September 30", except winter harvest crops. You have until November 1% to
remove or secure any remaining loose tools, containers, or other items that may be distributed due to
flooding or other weather events.

Winter crops such as kale, leeks, garlic, Brussels sprouts, etc., can be left to mature, as well as any
perennial plants or late summer crops that are still producing.

The consequences of not maintaining your plot are outlined above. See Guideline Enforcement.

Garbage

Please remove all garbage (such as unused plant pots, plant tags, plastic wrap, string, trays, coffee cups,
water bottles and scrap wood) from your plot and the area around your plot. We do not have garbage
collection in the garden, so please take these items home and dispose of them appropriately. They
should not be left around the garden or placed in the compost bin; this would result in a warning from
Plot Maintenance. Do not use the city garbage can in front of their compound; it is for city use only.

Plot Structure Guidelines

Structures include pole bean and pea supports, trellises, arbours, plant/row covers, cold frames, fences,
water barrels and raised bed borders.

Guiding Principles

The purpose of this section is to provide a clear understanding of building and maintaining any structure
within the Abbotsford Community Garden.
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Please consider the following as our guiding principles when it comes to deciding how to structure your
plot.

e Structures should be positioned so that they do not block or shade other plots beside or behind
them.
Structures must be sturdy and safe with no protruding or sharp edges.
Permanent structures (fences and trellises) must be monitored year-round and repaired as
necessary by the plot owner.
Raised beds are permitted within your plot. They must be maintained just as fences are.
No structure can take up more than 50% of your plot footprint. Examples: cold frame, trellis,
arbour, compost bin.

e When building within your plot, please be considerate of your building materials; do not leave
them in common pathways or within your plot for more than needed.

e Building materials may also not be stored in your plot.

e We welcome gardeners to contribute to the maintenance of common structures in the garden.
If there is a suggestion for a new or replacement structure built in a common area, it requires
Board approval.

Restricted and Allowed Materials

The following table provides guidance on materials that can and cannot be used for structures within
ACG:

Restricted Materials Allowed Materials

Chemically treated lumber

Sheet metal (for fencing)

Glass of any kind

Loose netting (dangerous for birds)
Safety Fence (plastic roll fencing)

Pallets or other packaging lumber (unless
dismantled or cut to appropriate sizes for
use in a structure)

Metal shelving, racks or frames from
furniture or household appliances

Gravel (any size)

® Raw or kiln dried lumber

e Pallets or packaging wood (if not
chemically treated) must be
dismantled.

e Bunny or chicken wire

e Plant pots (wood, ceramic, plastic,
metal)

e Bean poles (wood, metal, plastic)

e Prefab trellises, tomato cages or similar
plant support structures

e Raised beds (plastic or metal)

e PVC or ABS Pipe (for frames or planting
structures)

® Concrete or brick steppingstones

Structures, Measurements and Space Allocation

Structures must remain within the ‘plot area’. ‘Plot area’ refers to the rented space allocated for your
plot. No fence or structure should hang out past the allotted area. All measurements will be taken from
the front (southwest) corner of each plot where the plot marker post is located (measure point).
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Plot Size

Structures, specifically fences, must be kept within the plot area. Plot size is measured on the outside of

the fence from the measure point. .

Maximum dimensions are: 0 : B B geprs e
® LargeplotS...cooooeeeeieiieiiieieeeeeeeeeee, 10 x 20 feet (3.05 m x 6.1 m) (diagonal = ~22" 4" (6.82m))
o Small plots...ccoeeeeeeieieiiiieiiceeeeeeen, 10 x 10 feet (3.05 m x 3.05 m) (diagonal = ~14° 2” (4.31m))
e Raised bed box, no larger than............ 10 x5 feet (3.05 m x 1.5 m) (diagonal = ~11" 2” (3.41m))

Structure Height

The goal is to avoid having structures, including fences, trellis, arbours, cold frames or any other
structures placed within the plot, interfering with pathways or the ability of other gardeners to grow
plants. This would include casting shadows on other garden plots. Fences help define the plot boundary
and can deter animals like rabbits or people from trespassing into a plot.

Maximum heights:

@  FENCENBIGNT ... e 42 inches (~1.05 m)
L I @ 1 d o 1=T g o1 (U =TSR 6 feet (1.8 m)
e All other crops, including vines and bUShes ............eeeveiiiiiiciiie e 6 feet (1.8m)
e Tall crops like corn and sunflowers (if densely planted) * ..........cccccoeeeeeeciinnenne.n. 6 feet (~1.8 m)

If the ground in your plot has been built up due to raised beds or mounding, please consider this when
measuring the total height of your structures. The 6-foot (1.8-meter) measure is the total height of the
top of the structure above the measure point.
* Low-density plantings of corn or sunflowers can be taller than 6 feet if not casting shadows for
more than 1.5 hours on an adjacent garden plot.
Any fence or structure not adhering to the guidelines will be asked to be corrected or removed at the

cost of the Member who currently owns the plot. Any inherited structures become the issue of the
current plot holder.

Fences

® Fences must be located within the plot area and constructed in such a way that all supports are
situated on the inside of the fence.

e Fencing wire should be on the inside of the fence or covered with wood at the bottom. This is
done to facilitate mowing the pathways and prevent injury.

e Nothing should be placed around the outside edge of the fence that would inhibit the lawn care
team or cause injury. Examples: gravel, woodchips, bricks, weed barrier, wire or other materials.

e No treated lumber.

Trellises and Arbours

e Must be sturdily constructed and safely anchored.
e No treated lumber.
e Maximum coverage is 50% of the plot area.
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e 100 ft?(~10 m?) for large plots or 50 ft? (5 m?) small plots.
e Must not cast shadows on adjacent plots for longer than 1.5 hours.

Cold Frames

e Maximum coverage is 25% of the plot size.
e 50 ft}(~5 m?) for large plots or 25 ft? (2.5 m?) small plots.
e No glass and no treated wood.

Plant /Row Covers

e Maximum area: 5 square meters (48 square feet) per plot.
Must be structurally sound and anchored within the plot border.
Clear plastic covers must be of a durable thickness (5 mil) that will be wind-proof and will not
tear. Winter removal is recommended.

e Fabric row covers must be thoroughly secured.

® Row covers must be kept in good repair.

Pole Bean, Pea, Vine or Climbing Plant Supports

e No limit per plot for temporary seasonal support but must not exceed 1.8 meters (6 feet) high.

Vines/Canes/Bushes
e This includes raspberries, grapes, blackberries, roses or any bushes for flowers or fruits.
® These should be planted a minimum of 2 feet from the plot border.
e Must be trellised or confined so that they don’t grow into the pathways.
e Must be properly pruned within the boundaries of the plot and kept below 6 feet.

Compost Boxes Inside Plots

Must be securely anchored.

Plastic or non-treated wood allowed.

Maximum size: 1 cubic meter.

They must be located within the gardener's plot.

If the odour or the attraction of pests becomes a problem, the gardener may be asked to
remove their compost box/bin.

Gardeners, Family, and Pets
Gardeners

In the spirit of cooperation, all gardeners shall treat the garden, other gardeners, neighbours and
visitors with respect and consideration.
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Produce or fruit from the Community orchard, squash beds, and herb gardens is for the exclusive use of
members only; no guests or others are to take from them. No stealing, harvesting from others’ plots
without authorization. No verbal or physical harassment is allowed. If you feel that someone has broken
a rule within this guide or our bylaws, please do your due diligence to document all that you can so that
the correct actions can be taken by the Board. Any photos or physical evidence will greatly help Board
Members make the best decision when considering corrective action.

Children and Guests

Children are welcome at the garden when accompanied and fully supervised by an adult garden
member. Teach children to stay on the paths, keep out of others’ plots, and not bring balls or other play
equipment into the garden areas. Parents are encouraged to bring children to the garden and introduce
them to the wonders of gardening.

Garden members who bring children or any other guests to the garden are also responsible for any
actions or damage caused by those guests. If a garden member's guest is caught stealing from another
plot, it will be as if that garden member had stolen, and they will be held accountable to this guide.
Please make your guests aware of the rules prior to entry.

Dogs or Other Animals

Dogs or other pet animals™ are not permitted at the Abbotsford Community Garden.
This is for the safety and well-being of not only the gardeners but the animals as well.

Beekeeping (raising of honeybees) is not permitted at the ACG as this is public land. The City of
Abbotsford does not permit beekeeping on public land. You are encouraged to attract pollinators or
beneficial insects (e.g., native bees, bumble bees, butterflies) to the garden by planting flowers or other
desirable pollinator plants alongside your produce.

*This does not include guide or service dogs; any service animal is welcome while performing their
duties.
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Relevant Links

The following are the links to relevant City of Abbotsford bylaws or guides.

Parks Bylaw No 2456

Here https://abbotsford.civicweb.net/document/45701/

Smoking Regulation Bylaw No 2694

Here https://abbotsford.civicweb.net/document/51692/

Facilities Conduct Bylaw 2978

Here https://abbotsford.civicweb.net/document/57710/

The Good Neighbour Guide

Here https://abbotsford.civicweb.net/document/56332/

Invasive Plants List

The Abbotsford Community Garden forbids the planting of the following invasive species and/or types

of plants.

Banned Plants

Varieties of Lamium
(Lamiastrum galeobdolon)

Goutweed
(Aegopodium podagraria)

These plants are prohibited within the ACG due to either their
invasive character or due to regulations. If they appear in your
garden, they must be removed immediately and/or must not be
grown.

Purple Loosestrife

(Lythrum salicaria)

Yellow flag Iris
(Iris pseudacorus)

Varieties of Policeman’s
Helmet
(Impatiens glandulifera)

English Ivy
(Hedera helix)
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Vinca major
» Heart-shaped
broader leaves

» Leaves have
hairy margins

» Larger flowers

Vinca minor
» Lance-shaped
leaves

* Leaves hove
smooth margins

» Relatively smaller
flowers

Periwinkle: Vinca

(Vinca major, Vinca minor)

Cherry Laurel
(Prunus laurocerasus)

Morning glory
(Convolvulus sepium)

Himalayan Blackberry
(Rubus armeaniacus)

Varieties of Marijuana
(Cannabis sativa)

Varieties of Tobacco
(Nicotiana tabacum) or
(Nicotiana rustica)

Plants of Concern

These plants are not banned. If they are grown, they must be
contained in pots so that roots, seeds and plant parts do not

escape.

Varieties of Mint
(Mentha spp)

Horseradish
(Armoracia rusticana, syn.
Cochlearia armoracia)

Sunchokes (Jerusalem
artichokes)
(Helianthus tuberosus)
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Invasive Weeds These plants are known as invasive species and should be reported
to the Board of Directors so a solution can be found.

Giant Hogweed

(Heracleum mantegazzianum) Tansy Ragwort

This plant is toxic and will burn skin.

Japanese Knotweed

(Anthriscus sylvestris)

Prevent flowering (Reynoutria japonica, synonyms Fallopia japonica

and Polygonum cuspidatum)

Spreads rapidly from roots, seeds and any small
plant pieces
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